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Hardin County, Ohio is submitting the enclosed application for the community-wide assessment grant in the 
amount of $400,000, (requesting $200,000 for hazardous substances assessment and $200,000 for 
petroleum substances assessment). 

Hardin County (the County), (population 32,058) is culturally home to hard-working, Middle-America, and 
contains a large farming and manufacturing community located approximately 70 miles south of Toledo, 
Ohio. While the County is heavily rural, its three largest communities, Kenton (pop. 8,252), Ada (pop. 
5,947) and Forest (pop.1 ,432) have an industrial history in manufacturing, as well as iron foundries and 
forges, coal and lumber supply, canning companies, and paper products. All roads leading into Kenton, the 
County seat, will give you the impression of a farming community -co-ops, silos and ongoing rows of 
crops. The County's connection to rich, wet soil is meaningful. According to the Hardin Soil and Water 
Conservation District, 5 watersheds begin in the County, including Auglaize River, Blanchard River, 
Sandusky River, Scioto River, and Upper Great Miami River. Equally represented on the same path into 
Kenton is the mark of industry. Kenton is home to the once 537,000-square foot former Rockwell 
Automotive Trailer Products/Sypris Plant. The facility opened in 1949 and closed in 2009, with production 
of over 40 types of truck axles spanning six decades. At its peak in the mid-1970s, Rockwell employed over 
and 1,400 people, and when it closed, Sypris laid off the final 292 remaining employees 
(www.forgingmagazine.com). The facility is one of many prime examples of the County's brownfield 
challenges that pose concerns hindering redevelopment. 

Prior to the development of the County's recently completed Community Economic Development Strategy 
(CEDS) earlier this year, the County identified over 100 acres and many potential brownfields within its 
limits. Former factories, auto repair/service stations, former dry cleaners, machine shops, auto 
manufacturing plants, and junkyards were evident in three key areas: 1) the industrial corridor of Kenton 
located at the intersection of State Routes 31, 53, 67,309, and US Route 68; 2) the Ohio Northern 
University Gateway - in and around the Village of Ada, Ohio; and 3) in Forest, Ohio near a growing 
Industrial Corridor. Hardin incorporated these areas into its CEDS plan. U.S. EPA funding will help to 
achieve several of the key goals of the plan - by providing funding for assessment reports and remedial 
planning to improve upon the potential health and welfare of sensitive populations, the environment and the 
County's overall economy. 

U.S. EPA funding will provide for the reduction of environmental threats within our community, and 
especially within the key Census tracts of Kenton and Ada. The 2010 Census and 2005-2009 American 
Community Survey (ACS) data demonstrates that the Ada Area (Census tract 4) contains significantly 



greater percent ages of minorities, women of child-bearing age (ages 15-44), and persons living below the 
poverty line (mean household income that is approximately 33.9% lower than Hardin County's average and 
41.8% lower than the State of Ohio as compared to Hardin County overall, partially due to the large student 
population of Ohio Northern University (approximately 3,700 students). Kenton is not far behind median 
household income that is approximately 20.3% percent lower than the County and 29.9% lower than the 
State's average (2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates). In Kenton, there are 
significantly greater percent ages of children, elderly, single female householders, and impoverished 
persons, particularly in the southern part of the City (Census tract 6). The County has identified three 
potential sites that may benefit from assessment to enhance property reuse in Kenton (Census tract 6), 
including the Andover/SWJ/former Kenton Toy Factory, an automotive repair shop on Espy Street, and a 
trucking-hauling company property located on Leighton Street. Only with funding for Phase I and II 
Assessments and remedial planning will the County realize its CEDS goals to create market-ready sites for 
redevelopment, increase the quality of life for residents, and revitalize our communities. 

Thank you for your support of our application. Please do not hesitate to call me at 419-674-2205 if we can 
provide any additional information. 

The following information was requested as part of the Grant Application: 

a. Applicant Identification: Hardin County, One Courthouse Square, Suite 100, Kenton, OH 43326 

b. Applicant DUNS Number: 06-810-6368 

c. Funding Requested: i. Grant Type: Assessment 
ii. Funds Requested: $400,000 ($200,000 each for petroleum and hazardous) 
iii. Contamination: Both hazardous substances and petroleum 
iv. Community-wide 

d. Location: Hardin County, Ohio 

e. Property Name and Address: Not applicable (community-wide assessment). 

f. Project Director: John Hohn, Economic Development Director, Hardin County Chamber 
225 S. Detroit Street, Kenton, OH 43326 
Phone: 419-673-4131; Fax: 419-674-4876; Email: jhohn@hardinohio.org 

Chief Executive: Brice Beaman, President, Hardin County Commissioners 
One Courthouse Square, Suite 100, Kenton, OH 43326 
Phone: 419-674-2205; Fax: 419-674-2272; Email: hccom@co.hardin.oh.us 

g. Date Submitted: January 22, 2014 

h. Project Period: 

i. Population: 
j. Other factors: 

Estimated October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2017 (not to exceed 3 years) 

Hardin County: 32,058 (Ref: 2010 U.S. Census) 
Project: targets sites contaminated with controlled substances; in area of recent 
natural disaster (draught), has primary focus on Phase II assessment, has firm 
leveraging, plant closures due to economic disruption and due to job loss 



Hardin County 2014 Assessment Grant- V.B. Ranking Criteria for Assessment Grants 
1. Cgmmynjty Need 
a. Targeted Community and Brownfields 
i. Targeted Community Description. Hardin County (the County) is home to 32,058 (total population) hard-working individuals 
located in northwest Ohio, approximately 70 miles south of Toledo, Ohio. While the County is heavily rural, its two largest 
communities, Kenton (pop. 8,252), and Ada (pop. 5,947}, have an industrial history in manufacturing, as well as iron foundries and 
forges, canning companies, and paper products. All roads leading into Kenton, the County seat, will give you the impression of a 
farming community- co-ops, silos and ongoing rows of crops. The County's connection to rich, wet soil is meaningful. According to 
the Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District, 5 watersheds begin in the County, including Auglaize River, Blanchard River, 
Sandusky River, Scioto River, and Upper Great Miami River. Equally represented on the same path into Kenton is the mark of 
industry. Kenton is home to the once 537,000-square foot former Rockwell Automotive Trailer Products/Sypris Plant. The facility 
opened in 1949 and closed in 2009, with production of over 40 types of truck axles spanning six decades. At its peak in the mid-
1970s, Rockwell employed over and 1,400 people, and when it closed, Sypris laid off the final292 remaining employees 
(www.forgingmagazine.com). The facility is one of many prime examples of the County's brownfield challenges that pose 
concerns hindering redevelopment. Prior to the development of the County's recently completed Community Economic 
Development Strategy (CEDS) earlier this year, the County identified over 100 acres and many potential brownfields within its 
limits. Former factories, auto repair/service stations, former dry cleaners, machine shops, auto manufacturing plants, and 
junkyards were evident in three key areas: 1) the industrial corridor of Kenton located at the intersection of State Routes 31, 53, 
67,309, and US Route 68; and 2) the Ohio Northern University Gateway- in and around the Village of Ada, Ohio. Hardin 
incorporated these areas into its CEDS plan. U.S. EPA funding will help to achieve several of the key goals of the plan- by 
providing funding for assessment reports and remedial planning to improve upon the potential health and welfare of sensijive 
populations, the environment and the County's overall economy. 

.. D h n II. emoaraJJI ic In ormation. 
Table 1. Demographic Data 

Ada, OH Kenton, OH Hardin County, OH Ohio Statewide National 
Population !1) 5,952 8,262 32,058 11,536,504 308,745,538 
Unemployment (2012) (2) NA NA 7.5% 7.2% 8.1% 
Poverty Rate (3) 23.8% 21.4% 18.7% 16.1% 15.7% 
Percent Minority (1) 1.9% 1.4% 3.3% 17.3% 27.6% 
Median Household Income !3) $27,337 $32,955 $41,367 $47,030 $55,771 
Percent Hispanic (1) 1.6% 2.2% 1.4% 3.1% 16.3 
Percent Elderly (>65) (1) 6.3% 15.5% 13.4% 14.1% 13% 
Percent Children (<18)!1) 13.6% 25.5% 23.6% 23.7% 24.0% 
(1) Data is from the 2010 U.S. Census data and is available at http:llwww.census.gov/. 
(2) Data is from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and is available at www.bls.gov. 

1 (3} Data for Ada and Kenton is from the 2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year and 3-Year Estimates and is available 
I at htto://factfinder2.census.aov. 

Census Tract Census Tract Census Tract Census Tract Census Tract Hardin 
1 (Forest) 3 (Dunkirkl 4 (Ada) 5 (Ada) 6 (Kenton) County, OH 

Population !1) 3,421 3,662 6,820 4,194 3,574 31,986 
Unemployment !1> 7.1% 4.6% 6.2% 6.6% 10.9% 6.4% 

i Poverty Rate (1) 11.6% 11.8% 22.2% 15.1% 25.7% 18.0% 
Percent Minority !1) 0.8% 1.4% 6.0% 2.6% 5.7% 3.5% 
Median Household Income <1l 44,771 49,214 33,616 45,485 30,Q42 $41,367 
Percent His(>anic (1) 0.6% 0.3% 1.2% 0.6% 2.6% 1.3% 
Percent Elderly_(>65) !1l 15.6% 15.1% 8.8% 15.2% 16.9% 13.5% 
Percent Children (<18) (1) 24.7% 25.1% 16.5% 23.8% 21.1% 23.5% 
(1) Data is from the 2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates and is available at http:f/factfinder2.census.gov/ 

iii. Brownfields. Priority brownfield areas are listed in the table below, and comprise two primary areas: 1} the industrial corridor of 
Kenton, Ohio, the county seat, located at the intersection of State Routes 31, 53, 67,309, and US Route 68; and 2) the Ohio and 
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Northern University Gateway- in and around the Village of Ada, Ohio. Sites were identified based on size, location, and potential 
for contamination. The following table lists the potential health effects associated with these priority brownfields and the impacted 
sensitive populations. 

Table 2. Priority Brownfield Areas 
Brownfteld Past land Uses and Potential Contaminants Potential Proximity to Potential Health Effects on 

Site/location Site Exposure Potential Targeted Community1 

Activities/Current Pathways Receptors 
Condition 

Former Rockwell Plant, Former automotive Metals; VOCs; dioxin; beryllium; Direct contact, less than one mile Cancer, respiratory effects, 
Kenton, Inc. 13267 supplier- degreasing agents; solvents; inhalation, from France lake central nervous system (CNS) 
State Rt. 68 South manufacture of heavy waste oils ingestion, vapor or Saulisberry Park effects, liver, kidneys, skin 
(Kenton - Census tract axles for intrusion -former Quarry, 3 
6, 72 acres) trucksNacant nursing homes 
Andover/SWJ/Former Historical cast iron Metals, VOCs, solvents, waste Direct contact, Within Y. mi. of Cancer, respiratory effects, 
Toy Factory, 350 West toysNacant oils, paints inhalation, Espy Elementary CNS effects, liver, kidneys, 
Espy Street (Kenton - ingestion. vapor School, skin 
Census tract 6, 2 intrusion immediately 
acres) adjacent to 

residences 
Highway Oil - Stovers Oil Petroleum hydrocarbons; Direct contact, Within Y. mi. Grass Cancer, respiratory, CNS, 
Enterplises,4171 SR manufacturingNacant benzene, toluene, asbestos Creek, Ada liver, kidneys, skin 
235 ( Ada - Census ethylbenzene, xylene {BTEX); inhalation, Elementary 
tract 4, 0.55 acres) fuels; oil and grease; metals vapor intrusion School, Ohio 

and metal dust; various organic Northern 
compounds; solvents; paint and I University 
paint sludges; scrap metal; 
waste oils 

The Ice House -102 N Fonner ice Petroleum hydrocarbons; Direct contact, Within Y. mi. Grass Cancer, respiratory, CNS, 
Johnson St. (Ada houseNacant benzene, toluene, inhalation, Creek, Ada liver, kidneys, skin 
Census tract 4, 0.14 ethylbenzene, xylene (BTEX); ingestion, vapor Elementary 
acres) fuels; oil and grease intrusion School, Ohio 

Northern 
University 

Mike's, St Rt309 and Former gas station Some metals and metal dust; Direct contact, Within Y. mile Cancer, respiratory, CNS, 
St Rt235/CR 45 (Ada and service various organic compounds; inhalation, Grass Creek, Ada liver, kidneys, skin 

Census tract5, 1.45 garageNacant solvents; paint and paint ingestion, vapor Elementary 
acres) sludges; scrap metal; waste oils intrusion School, 

Ohio Northern 
University 

Ada Meth Lab (4000 Illegal meth Controlled substances, Direct contact, W~hin Y. mi. of Respiratory problems, central 
block, County Road 65) operation solvents, chemicals inhalation residential homes nervous system, heart, blood, 
Census Tract 4, 0.5 liver 
acres) 
1 Data from ToXJc Substances and D1sease Reg1stry {ATSDR), ToxFAQs 

These areas are potential growth areas identified in the County's recently completed Comprehensive Plan for the County, which 
was developed in partnership with the community and its partners under the Community Economic Development Strategy (CEDS). 
With the requested Assessment Grant, the County can determine the extent of contamination and conduct cleanup planning to 
control contaminant migration, protecting and improving the health and welfare of Hardin County residents. Of significant concern 
to the health and welfare of County residents is the number of brownfields located near sensitive populations in Kenton and their 
impact on sensitive populations in this area. For instance, the former Andover/SWJ/Former Toy Factory is located less than one 
mile from Espy Elementary School and the former Rockwell Automation Axle Factory is located in the southern portion of the City, 
one of the most impoverished Census tracts in the County. 

The 2010 Census and 2008-2012 American Community Survey {ACS) data demonstrates that the Ada Area (Census tract 4) 
contains significantly greater percent ages of minorities, women of child-bearing age {ages 15-44), and persons living below the 
poverty line as compared to Hardin County overall, partially due to the large student population of Ohio Northern University 
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(approximately 3,700 students). In Kenton, there are significantly greater percent ages of children, elderly, single female 
householders, and impoverished persons, particularly in the southern part of the City (Census tract 6). The County has identified 
three potential sites that may benefit from assessment to enhance property reuse in Census tract 6, including the 
Andover/SWJ/Former Toy Factory, an automotive repair shop on Espy Street, and a trucking-hauling company property located on 
Leighton Street. Other sensitive population concerns in the County include the proximity of brownfields to schools, daycare 
centers, parks, hospitals/clinics, and assisted living facHities. There are three nursing homes/assisted living facilities in Kenton, 
Ohio- including one owned by the County, a 78-bed facility, Hardin Hills. Espy Elementary School is located less than one mile 
from the Andover/SWJ/Former Toy Factory. Nearly all of the targeted sites in Ada are located within one mile of an elementary 
school or Ohio Northern University. 

iv. Cumulative Environmental Issues. Documentation from www.scorecard.org indicates Durez Corporation in Kenton, Ohio 
releases 19,761 pounds of TRI chemicals annually, contributing to environmental justice issues based on its location in one of the 
most impoverished areas of Kenton. According to www.scorecard.org , the distribution of environmental burdens in Hardin County 
is skewed toward minorities, with the ratio for added cancer risks from hazardous air pollutants at 1.09:1 (minorities: whites) and 
faciltties emitting criteria air pollutants at 1.11:1. Additionally, the Van Deurzen Dairy, considered a "mega farm," and the largest 
dairy farm in Ohio with 6,995 permitted cows, is sited in the Village of McGuffey. Concerns about the facility and its impacts to local 
creeks from surface water runoff from land application of manure and manure storage areas have been made by residents and are 
on record with Ohio EPA during public comment periods on the facility's permits. Additionally, a closed landfill monitored by the 
County near Kenton also has exceedances in groundwater monitoring wells of chloride that are currently under assessment, based 
on letters on file with Ohio EPA. Impacts from these environmental factors pose a potential to contribute to potential pollution in the 
County. In addition, 3,527 people are on private household water supply wells within the County, according to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources. The characteristics of the many aquifer systems in the state make ground water highly 
vulnerable to contamination. Several natural disasters have also impacted Hardin County, including severe storms and winds in 
2012 (disaster declared through FEMA as a result of Hurricane Sandy), as well as severe drought (declared by USDA) in 2009. 

b. Impacts on Targeted Community. Census data for Hardin County show a larger percentage of children, minorities, women of 
child-bearing age, single female householders, and impoverished persons within the County's individual communities than in the 
County or state overall. The higher concentration of brownfields in the cities/villages versus unincorporated areas shows that these 
sensitive populations suffer disproportionate exposure risks. Hardin's brownfields, located in close proximity to residences, 
schools, day care facilities, and/or parks, are negatively impacting sensitive populations by potentially exposing them to 
numerous contaminants via direct contact, particulate ingestion, airborne particulates inhalation, and vapor intrusion pathways. 
Based on the Burden of Asthma Report completed by the Ohio Department of Health in 2012, Hardin County was listed as having 
a higher rate (57.6) than the state average (52.9) in the emergency room discharge rates for patients with a primary diagnosis of 
asthma per 10,000 residents by county and sex in 2009 (http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhPrograms/ehlasthma/asthma1.aspx). The 
report indicates a strong inverse relationship between income and prevalence of asthma. In Ohio, adults with household incomes 
under $15,000 are significantly more likely to report being told by a doctor that they have asthma, when compared to adults in 
households making over $50,000. Low-income families, who are already burdened with greater rates of disease, limited access to 
health care and other health disparities, are also the population who tend to have the worst built environmental conditions. In 
addition, the Average Annual Number of New Invasive Cancer Cases and Age-adjusted Incidence Rates by County and Gender in 
Ohio, 2003-2007 show that the lung and bronchus cancer incidence rate (cases per 100,000 population per year) for the County 
(83.6) is higher than the rate for Ohio (75.0), and is higher than the U.S. (63.9) (Ohio Cancer Incidence Surveillance System, 
Ohio Department of Health, 2010). In addition, the Average Annual Number of Cancer Deaths and Age-adjusted Mortality Rates 
by County and Gender in Ohio, 2003-2007 (cases per 100,000 population per year) shows the incidence rate in the County 
(219.2) is higher than the rate for Ohio (199.6) (Source: Chronic Disease and Behavioral Epidemiology Section and the Vital 
Statistics Program, Ohio Department of Health, 201CJ). 

In 2009 the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) found that 2.2% of Hardin County children whose blood lead levels were screened 
for lead, had elevated blood lead levels, which is higher than the range of the 1.1% rate for Ohio. The Ohio EPA Air Data County 
Emissions Report indicates that Hardin has many active permitted plants in the County (Kenton Iron Products (Kenton), Heritage 
Cooperative (Kenton), Shelly Materials (Forest), Durez Corporation (Kenton), International Paper (Kenton), as well as area 
landfills, and vehicle traffic (Kenton is the county seat and located at the intersection of State Routes, 31, 53, 67, 309 and Us 
Route 68). These conditions, along with closed brownfields (Kenton's shuttered Former Rockwell Axle Plant), have historically 
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contributed millions of pounds of air pollutants. Residents living near these sources have already been exposed to numerous 
airborne contaminants and are continuing to be exposed to residual contaminants via particulate inhalation and ingestion and the 
vapor intrusion pathway. 

Compounding the effect of environmental pollutants are additional health concerns that are more prevalent in poor and minority 
communities (Section 1.a.ii). Based on the 2009 National Health Interview Survey, in the U.S., the percentage of obesity among 
lower income adults (30.7% for household income below $35,000) is higher than that of higher income adults (26.6%), 
demonstrating health disparities (Vital and Health Statistics. Series 10, Number 249, December 2010}. Health concerns for these 
sensitive populations are often intensified by poor nutrition and lack of access to adequate health care. Data collected by the Ohio 
Department of Heatth indicate that high body mass index (BMI) is an indicator of being overweight or obese. In Hardin County, 
35.5 percent of adults are overweight, while 27.8 percent of adults are obese (Healthy County Community Profile, Hardin County, 
Ohio Department of Health, 2008}. Being overweight or obese is associated with amplified risk for several chronic diseases, 
particularly if the excess body fat is deposited within the abdomen (James WPT, Jackson-Leach R, Mhurcha CN. et a/, 2004). 
Disease outcomes associated with excess body weight include Type 2 diabetes, heart disease, stroke, osteoarthritis and cancers 
of the breast, colon, endometrium and kidney. In Hardin County, 15.6% of the population does not have health insurance, and for 
households with an annual income of less than $25,000, the percent uninsured increases to 27% {2009-2011 American 
Community Survey 3-year Estimates). The children of Hardin County are especially at risk, as 30.5% of Hardin County's children 
(those under 18 years of age) are enrolled in Medicaid and 13.8% are uninsured. The percentage of children enrolled in Medicaid 
is slightly lower than that for Ohio (33 .9%) {2009-2011 American Community Survey 3-year Estimates). 

Other impacts on the general health and welfare are potential migration of contaminants from brownfields to the County's surface 
waters. The county contains approximately 2971inear miles of major streams and rivers (estimated from ODNR Div. of Water river 
basin maps). Water from Hardin County drains into both the Ohio River and into Lake Erie. To the north, water drains through the 
Ottawa River (Hog Creek), the Blanchard River and the Sandusky River (Tymochtee Creek) to Lake Erie. Flowing south to the 
Ohio River is the Scioto River and the headwaters of the Great Miami River, which flows through Indian Lake (Ohio State 
University Fact Sheet, http://ohioline.osu.edu/aex-facU0480 33.html). Five watersheds have headwaters located in the County, 
according to the Hardin Soil and Water Conservation Service. Migration of contaminants through storm water and/or groundwater 
from the County's urban areas, including one priority brownfields (Rockwell Manufacturing) located within 1 ,000 feet of the Scioto 
River; present a threat to water quality, sediments, and the health of aquatic life. Sensitive species in the watersheds require 
protection from contaminated run-off and groundwater. Elevated levels of PAHs have been found in sediment samples and 
elevated levels of mercury have been found in water, sediment, and fish tissue samples collected from the Sandusky River (Upper 
Sandusky River Watershed Total Maximum Daily Loads, Ohio EPA. August 10, 2004). The headwaters for the Sandusky River 
begin in Hardin County. This contaminated water and sediment, which has impacted the aquatic life, also presents an exposure 
risk to residents who use the waterways for fishing and recreation. 

c. Financial Need 
i. Economic Conditions. Receipt of U.S. EPA Brownfield funding is essential for the County to conduct studies needed as 
prerequisites for redevelopment on several properties. The County does not have other sources of funding to draw upon because 
of its reduction in revenue that has occurred over the last five years. Hardin County and the entire northwest Ohio region have 
faced significant economic challenges over the past decade. Since January 2009, four northwest Ohio factories have closed and 
relocated to Indiana, costing 319 jobs. In the same period, at least 11 other manufacturers employing about 1,900 people in the 
region have closed and shipped work elsewhere within the United States. Going back to 2000, a total of about 140 factories with 
20 or more employees closed their doors in northwest Ohio, totaling about 18,000 lost jobs. In nearby Fostoria, 8 factories, totaling 
848 jobs, have closed since 2011. (https://ohioauditor.govlfiscai/LocaiGovernments.OOf). The impact of company closings, job 
losses, and decreased personal income has a ripple effect from residents to businesses to ever-tightening municipal budgets. The 
County heavily depends on its property taxpayers as well as intergovernmental monies. Since the property tax receipts do not 
grow at the same level as inflation, the County will be faced with significant challenges over the next several years to contain costs 
and ultimately determine what options are available to the County. (Information from this paragraph obtained from 2010 Annual 
Financial Report located at: http://www.auditor.state.oh.us/auditsearch/Reports/2011/Hardin County 1 0-Hardin Report. pdf.) 
Constraints in our budgets County-wide have a tremendous impact on the ability to provide basic services, let alone fund "non
essential" projects, a category that brownfields may fall into during the budgeting process, behind roads and sewers. 
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ii. Economic Effects of Brownfields. The County has experienced a significant decline in those manufacturing and distribution 
service jobs with the losses of large firms such as the Rockwell Automation/Former Rockwell Axle Plant, which shuttered their 
facility in Kenton, taking with it 232 jobs in 2009 (www.forgingmagazine.com}. In addition, Kenton Plastics closed in 2013 and the 
County lost 85 jobs. Manufacturing jobs represented 37% of total jobs in the County in 2000, but by 2011, that percentage 
decreased to 27.6% (Ohio Labor Market Information, Civilian Labor Force Estimates and Quarterly Census of Employment & 
Wages, Hardin County 2000-2009 and 2000-2070}. Compounding the problem is the fact that once manufacturing jobs are lost, 
replacement jobs are often lower-paying service sector jobs. According to the U.S. Department of Labor and Statistics, Hardin 
County has had significant economic disruption that has occurred within the community, resulting in a significant percentage of job 
loss. While some of this job attrition can be attributed to these manufacturers, several major employers, including non
manufacturing suppliers such as Durez, International Paper, and Ada Technologies also had significant layoffs. In the period 
between 2008 and 2011, the City had employment fluctuate from a high of 8,403 (May 2008) to a low 7,688 (July 2011 ), so a total 
disruption of 715 jobs (http://data.bls.gov). Table 1.a.ii. indicates that Ada has a mean household income that is approximately 
33.9% lower than Hardin County's average and 41.8% lower than the State of Ohio. Kenton is not far behind, with a median 
household income that is approximately 20.3% percent lower than the County and 29.9% lower than the State's average (2008-
2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates). The neighborhoods in Ada and Kenton, where key brownfields are located, 
have the highest poverty rates and the lowest median household income in the County {2008-2012 American Community Survey 
5-Year Estimates). The County's primary financial concern is the lack of quality employment opportunities, which is 
disproportionately impacting low income residents in Kenton, Ada and Forest. Hardin County's 2011 unemployment rate of 9.6% 
was ranked 34 among Ohio's counties and was higher than the Ohio rate of 7.0% and the U.S rate of 7.8% (Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics, Hardin County, 2011; Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, Ohio Labor 
Market Information, Ranking Report by County, Annual Average 2011). 

As many Hardin families have lost income from higher paying manufacturing jobs, they have had to rely more on public assistance. 
The percentage of the County's population receiving food stamps has more than doubled, increasing from 1,469 persons (4.6%) in 
2003 to 3,656 persons (11 .6%) in 2013 (Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, Public Assistance Monthly Statistics, 
FY2003 & FY2013). Over 65% of students on average in the Kenton school district receive free or reduced price lunches; Espy 
Elementary School, in Kenton, Ohio has staggering 84%of students in this category receiving free lunches {Ohio Department of 
Job and Family Services, Public Assistance Monthly Statistics, FY2003 & FY2013). Two of the County's key brownfield areas, the 
former Kenton Toy factory and the former Rockwell Axle Manufacturing are located less than one mile from Espy Elementary 
School. Ada and Forest share in their need for this benefit, as well as McGuffey, where 53% of students in Upper Scioto Valley 
qualify (Ohio Department of Education, MR81-Data for Free & Reduced Lunch Eligibility, October 2012). Local economic 
conditions have been made worse due to plant closures related to the automotive industry, the largest of which was Rockwell. 

While many of the County's priority sites are vacant- for example, approximately 64,527 square feet of manufacturing space is 
available at the SWJ/Espy property in Kenton- some offer tremendous redevelopment potential, including 71 acres that is 
available at the former Rockwell property. The County's vision for these sites is to have them assessed and cleaned up so they 
can be marketed to new or expanding firms, increasing the building occupancy rate to 100% and creating jobs. The Hardin County 
Chamber & Business Alliance website provides a list of available properties and buildings on their website for prospective 
redevelopment. The cost per square foot of brownfield properties identified (e.g. Espy) is listed around $2.00/square foot; while 
newly built or improved buildings available for use, such as the McCullough Manufacturing Building, are valued much higher, on 
the order of $3.00/square foot (http://www.hardinohio.org/new/AvailableProperties.aspx). 

2. Project pescrjotjon and Feasjbilily of Success 
a. Project Description 
i. Description. The County will use the requested Community-Wide Assessment Grant to incentivize brownfields redevelopment in 
struggling neighborhoods in Kenton and Ada. These areas have been prioritized because of their connection with the recently 
completed Community Economic Development Strategy (CEDS). The brownfields program approach is directed by the goals of the 
County's community-driven Comprehensive Plan. Rather than to continue to watch their economy and quality of life decline, Hardin 
County residents decided to create a new strategy and vision for the County. The product of their input was a community-driven 
vision, the Hardin County Economic Development Strategy, which was completed in August 2012 with the following key goals: 1) 
providing quality employment opportunities through retention and expansion of existing companies; 2) recruiting new industry and 
business; 3) maintaining a pro-business climate; and 4) supporting quality of life, education, and leadership development that 
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make Hardin County a better place to live. Within the Strategy, the County identified the need for assessment, remediation and 
redevelopment of brownfields as a necessary step to achieve those goals. Members of the CEDS planning group identified 
brownfield properties within the Kenton industrial corridor and along the gateway into Ada and Ohio Northern University. If awarded 
the requested grant, sites will ultimately be selected based on: (1) U.S. EPA eligibility; (2) property location and cohesion with 
existing planning; (3) willingness of property owners to provide access; (4) property marketability; (5) extent/perception of 
contamination; and (6) potential positive community impact. Upon selection, the County will direct its environmental consultant to 
research local and Federal databases to ensure the properties are eligible. 

The grant-funded assessment work will be a catalyst for redevelopment in Hardin County. Our program will begin with assessing 
the priority brownfields targeted by the CEDS plan in concert with other community-identified sites. An inventory will be developed 
focusing on evaluating threats to sensitive populations and ecosystems, supporting redevelopment, and providing due diligence 
support for area businesses and developers who intend to purchase and redevelop sites located in the County. This approach may 
be revised as the project progresses if intended outputs/outcomes are not being achieved and/or community concerns arise. 
Brownfield assessment data will be used to determine the extent of brownfields contamination; evaluate exposure pathways and 
develop mitigation/remediation strategies that are protective of human health and the environment; and support redevelopment 
planning and marketing of brownfields. As the grant project progresses, the County will integrate high-risk and developable sites 
identified by the community into the project and utilize grant funds to assess these sites. In total, the County intends to assess a 
minimum of six sites using the Assessment Grant funds. Other sites will be assessed as business/developer interest occurs during 
the grant project. These assessments will support smaller commercial/industrial redevelopments in areas with existing 
infrastructure, creating local jobs and amenities without infringing on greenspace. The list below reflects properties that were 
prioritized and included in the 2012 adopted CEDS plan. In addition to these sites, the County will solicit the opinion of the general 
public and community-based partners (Section 3) in order to identify and prioritize sites. 

Table 3. Projected Redevelopment Benefits 
Site/Location Planned Redevelopment PotentiaVPianninQ 

Kenton, Ohio Former Rockwell Axle Plant Kenton, Inc. Potential commerciaVindustrial redevelopment connecting 
13267 State Rt. 68 South with rail access adjacent to the site 
Kenton, Ohio- Andover/SWJ!Former Toy Factory, 350 West Espy Street Light manufacturing, warehousing - existing building houses 

117,000 square feet 
Dunkirk, Ohio Community Oil & Gas Property Potential business expansion of existing property 

(connection of 215 acres) 
Ada, Ohio - Highway Oil - Stovers Enterprises Gateway into Ada, Ohio and Ohio Northern University 
4171SR235 possible 'Welcome Center" 
Ada, Ohio- The Ice House -102 N Johnson St. Potential municipal parking lot for the Village of Ada 
Ada, Ohio- Garage - 115 E North Potential drive-thru and carryout 
Ada , Ohio - Mike's, St Rt 309 and St Rt 235/CR 45 Potential passive recreation park or wildlife sanctuary 

ii. Project Management Approach. Hardin County Commissioners, Hardin County Regional Planning Commission (HRRPC), the 
Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance (HCCBA), and a qualified environmental consultant (the project team) will lead the 
brownfields program (Section 2.c.i). The Hardin County Regional Planning Commission and Hardin County Chamber & Business 
Alliance will co-lead the grant management and work to best utilize grant funds and leverage additional funding sources to promote 
viable revitalization. HCCBA will be responsible for the day-to-day grant operations including: updating and maintaining the 
brownfields inventory; distributing information about the project to the community; submittal of required reports to the EPA; and 
managing the brown field program information. HCRPC will be responsible for procuring all contractual services, selecting sites for 
assessment, and tracking project progress toward redevelopment. 

After being awarded the Assessment Grant, the County will prepare a Work Plan with community support and secure approval 
from the EPA, marking the official start of the project. The County will then provide a notice to the public via legal public notice of a 
Request for Qualifications, obtain qualifications, and engage with a qualified environmental consultant. The consultant will begin to 
assist the project team in the completion of the site inventory, and qualifying sites as eligible for participation in the program 
through the appropriate hazardous substance or petroleum tract, or both, as appropriate. The consultant will author a Quality 
Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) to govern the implementation of the assessment in compliance with U.S. EPA protocols. Meetings 
will begin with property owners inviting the opportunity to participate, and a draft legal access agreement will be provided to 
potential participants of privately-owned properties that may qualify. The County, HCCBA, environmental consultant. and 
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community organizations identified (Section 3) will be involved in the inventory task, which will continue throughout the grant 
project period. 

Once a site is deemed eligible by the EPA, the community will be notified and the site will be assessed through performance of a 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) and/or a Phase II ESA Site Assessment procedures. Work for Phase II 
Assessment will be completed under the approved QAPP to ensure that the community is protected from contaminants during 
invasive assessment work. Upon receipt of assessment results, the environmental consultant will work with the County, potential 
developer, and partners to devise liability management, cleanup, and site use strategies that support redevelopment efforts and 
improve the health of residents and the environment. An anticipated schedule of completion for grant tasks/activities is as follows: 
1) Prioritization/Update of Site Criteria (Redevelopment Planning), 2-4 weeks; 2) QAPP, 4-6 weeks; 3) Site Specific Eligibility 
Analyses, 1 week; 4) Site Specific Access Agreement, 1 week; 5) Phase I Property Assessment, 6-10 weeks; 6) Site Specific 
Sampling and Analysis Plan & Site Health and Safety Plan, 3-4 weeks; 7) Phase II Assessment; 8-12 weeks {contingent upon 
size/complexity of site; if groundwater is a pathway, seasonal samples may be needed that would extend timeframes to 
completion); 8) Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives {ABCA) or Ohio VAP Remedial Action Plan (RAP) 4-6 weeks; 9) 
Cleanup and Reuse Planning Meetings, 1-3 weeks for planning, public notice and implementation; and 10) Public and Private 
Engagement Meetings; 1-3 weeks for planning, public notice and implementation. 

After completion of initial assessment activities, additional safe use or remedial investigations may be needed to further define the 
extent of contamination and design environmental response actions for cleanup and safe future use of the sites. Contaminated 
sites may be entered into the Ohio EPA Voluntary Action Program (VAP). The results of assessments will be disseminated to the 
community through public meetings and notification of community organizations. If health threats are identified, the Ohio EPA and 
Hardin County General Health District (HCGHD) will be notified. If needed, the County will seek additional funding from local and 
state sources and/or the EPA for assessment activities and subsequent environmental response activities. The County will 
complete all activities on multiple properties within the required 3 years. 

iii. Site Selection. While properties have been targeted for the purposes of identification in this application, the County 
understands that participation from private landholders is voluntary and that public outreach of the program will be an essential 
step in building partnerships and comfort with the assessment process. The sites listed in this application represent some, but not 
all of the potential properties that may be eligible to participate in the U.S. EPA Program. The economic development division of 
the Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance retains a publicly available list of properties that are available for reuse, by size, 
building needs, and infrastructure that may also qualify. This list is located at http://www.e
procuresite.com/Search/statesitelist.asp?doid=% 7B3E8F8A7F-1205-4F73-BCA0-026554913184%7D&state=OH. U.S. EPA funds 
could help to address sites on this list as well as other key areas raised by community interest. Members of the CEDS planning 
group, through public meetings, identified brownfield properties within the Kenton industrial corridor and along the gateway into 
Ada and Ohio Northern University. Hardin anticipates selecting sites with public input based on {1) U.S. EPA eligibility; {2) property 
location and cohesion with the CEDS planning; (3) willingness of property owners to provide access; (4) property marketability and 
redevelopment potential; (5) extent/perception of contamination; and (6) potential positive community impact. All eligible 
properties will be considered. Upon selection, the County will direct its environmental consultant to research local and Federal 
databases to ensure the properties are eligible. The end result of the County's proposed project will be the completion of up to 
eleven Phase I Property Assessments (PAs), up to ten Phase II PAs, up to five Remedial Action Plans/Risk Assessments, and 
associated public outreach. Our goal is to reduce the threat of contaminants from brownfields thro~ghout the County. Residents 
will benefit by having sites assessed to determine potential risks to human health and the environment, and cleanup planning 
completed to eventually eliminate these risks and promote redevelopment. 

b. Task Description and Budget Table 
Task 1 -Programmatic Costs: Programmatic costs from each budget, hazardous substances and petroleum, are included for 
two staff to attend two EPA Brownfields Conferences and one other brownfields training program ($500 per person, per trip). The 
County Planning Commission and Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance will provide in-kind staff resources equivalent to 
the remaining programmatic costs (totaling approximately $8,000 to $10,000). Outputs include continuing staff training and 
improved brownfields knowledge. 

Task 2- Community Outreach: Community outreach costs of approximately $12,000 will include travel {$3,000), supplies 
($3,000), and contractual costs ($6,000) for coordinating and conducting community outreach programs/meeting and travel to 
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community outreach events. The County and a retained consultant will also provide in-kind staff labor, to be valued at 
approximately $7,000 to $10,000, to conduct outreach meetings, draft press releases, update the County website, Facebook page, 
and Linked In page, and other activities to complete community outreach programs. Outputs include up to three public meetings 
and development of marketing documents that can be used to promote area brownfields and grant availability. 

Task 3- Phase I and II Site Assessments: Sites will be evaluated through performance of Phase I and/or II ESAs (conducted in 
accordance with All Appropriate Inquiry ASTM Standard E1527-05) and other ASTM standards and practices, and the Ohio VAP. 
The County anticipates focusing assessment funds on determining the nature and extent of the contamination at the priority sites. 
The costs for completing Phase I and Phase II ESAs will vary depending on the complexity and whether VAP compliance is 
required. Based on prior brownfield experience, the County estimates Phase I ESAs will cost $3,000 to $6,000, VAP Phase I 
Property Assessments will cost $7,000 to $9,000, and Phase II ESAs will cost $20,000 to $50,000. The hazardous substances 
budget includes contractual costs of $165,000 based on conducting five Phase I ESAs at an average cost of $5,000 ($25,000 total) 
and four Phase II ESAs at an average cost of $35,000 each ($140,000 total). The petroleum budget includes contractual costs of 
$17 4,000, based on six Phase I ESAs at an average cost of $4,000 ($24,000 total) and six Phase II ESAs at an average cost of 
$25,000 ($150,000 total). Outputs include completion of up to 11 Phase I ESAs and up to 10 Phase II ESAs. 

Task 4- Cleanup Planning: The County will conduct cleanup /redevelopment planning in accordance with the Ohio EPA 
Voluntary Action Program Remedial Action Plan (RAP) or Bureau of Underground Storage Tank Regulations (BUSTR) programs, 
or U.S. EPA Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA) equivalent where redevelopment is imminent. This may include 
preparation of cleanup plans, assessment of cleanup/redevelopment alternatives, and evaluation of institutional and engineering 
controls. Contractual costs for this task are estimated at $27,500 (hazardous substances and $18,500 (petroleum) based on 
completing cleanup and reuse planning at three hazardous sites and two petroleum sites. Cleanup Plans are often critical to 
determine the cost of redevelopment and project viability. Outputs include up to five completed ABCAIRAPs. 

Table 4. Budget 
Hazardous Substances Assessment Grant Budget Table 

Task 1 Task2 Taskl Task 4 
Budget Categories Programmatic Community Phase I and II Cleanup and Reuse Total 

Costs Outreach Assessments Planninq 
Personnel In kind In kind 
Travel 1,500 1,500 3,000 
Supplies 1,500 1,500 
Contractual 3,000 165,000 27,500 195,500 
Subtotal 1,500 6,000 165,000 27,500 200,000 

Petroleum Assessment Grant Budget Table 
Personnel In kind In kind 
Travel 1,500 1,500 3,000 
Supplies 1,500 1,500 
Contractual 3,000 174,000 18,500 195,500 
Subtotal 1,500 6,000 174,000 18,500 200,000 
Overall Total 3,000 12,000 339,000 46,000 400,000 

By completing this project, the County hopes to identify the brownfields that are exposing residents and the environment to 
contaminants, limit exposures associated with these brownfields, and bring these abandoned/underused sites back into productive 
use, giving residents a chance to find jobs comparable to the ones they lost. In order to evaluate its progress, the County will 
measure and track/document the listed outputs and outcomes. Once a site has been determined to be eligible, it will be entered 
into the Assessment, Cleanup, and Redevelopment Exchange System (ACRES). The ACRES profiles will be updated following 
completion of Phase I and II ESAs, Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup Alternatives (ABCAs), remediation, and/or redevelopment 
activities. To track and measure progress the County will: 1) evaluate project achievements against those incorporated into the 
grant application and work plan; 2) determine if the project has resulted in an improved site (acquisition/transfer/redevelopment); 
and 3) report the outputs of the grant in quarterly and annual reports to the EPA and track the following outcomes and outputs to a 
regularly-updated project spreadsheet to include: 
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Measurable outcomes planned: number of acres of land assessed; number of jobs created/retained and tax revenue generated; 
number of acres of property remediated; quantity of leveraged funding; number of acres of property redeveloped; number of new 
jobs and tax revenue generated; quantity of redevelopment investment value; and acres of parks and greenspace preserved and 
created. Measurable outputs planned: Number of community meetings held; number of ABCAs completed; number of brownfields 
identified; number of Phase I and II ESAs completed; number of sites where cleanup planning was conducted. The County will 
adjust its approach to selecting sites for funds if it appears that the project is not generating the expected outcomes. 

c. Ability to leverage. Assessment Grants can be vital for catalyzing brownfields redevelopment projects because they cover 
the costs of site assessment needed to support liability management, project design, and remediation planning. This alone is rarely 
sufficient to ensure a successful redevelopment. The table below identifies local resources that the County can readily access to 
support assessment and subsequent cleanup and redevelopment activities. Because the County is a small rural community, 
resources are limited. 

Table 5. Levera!Jed Resources 
Source Resources Leverage/Role of Resources Estimated likelihood 

Value 
HCCBA - Hardin In kind resources (staff-time)- including marketing the program $6,600 1 00% (support 
County Chamber & to local businesses and property owners, coordinate with the letter attached) 
Business Alliance local EPA, assist in site selection and prioritization of funding, 

and hosting a public workshop on the program for property 
owners, residents or developers, as well as developing press 
releases on project progress 

HCRPC - Hardin In-kind resources {staff time)- coordination of consultant $6,750 100% (support 
County Regional selection RFQ, coordination with environmental agency letter attached) 
Planning representatives, assistance in s~e selection and prioritization of 
Commission funding, aid in programmatic administration (preparation of 

financiaVpayment submittals, quarterly reports, progress 
meetings, preparation and distributinq of project information) 

The following existing state and federal resources are also available by application and Hardin may seek funding from these 
sources for follow-on project needs following the expenditure of grant funds: 

State of Ohio- Jobs Ohio RevHalization Fund Program -Grants for $200,000 for assessment, $500,000 for asbestos-only 
cleanup projects, and up to $2M for remediation activities at eligible sites with a committed redeveloper 
OEPA Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) -loans for cleanup/remediation activities. 
OEPA Urban Redevelopment Loan Program -land and building acquisition, infrastructure improvements, brownfield site 
remediation activities, and building renovation/demoiHion. 
Ohio Development Services Agencv COOSA) Tax Increment Financing {TIF)- financing for public infrastructure 
improvements and private improvements. 
Additional EPA Assessment. Cleanup. and Revolving Loan Fund {RLF) Grants- additional Assessment Grants (up to 
$600,000 as part of Coalition grants), cleanup ($200,000 per grantee-owned site), and RLF (up to $1 million). 
Economic Development Administration Grants and Loans -The newly adopted Community Economic Development 
Strategy is intended to position Hardin County as a "redevelopment area, "as defined by the EDA, making its political 
subdivisions eligible to apply for public works and other program funding from the EDA. EDA funding can assist with up 
to 50% or more in the cost of infrastructure and improvements that can be documented to lead directly to the creation and 
retention of jobs. 

In-kind programmatic management support will be provided to the project from Mark Doll, Hardin County Regional Planning 
Commission, and John Hohn, Hardin Chamber & Business Alliance, as documented in Attachment C. The County also intends to 
pursue U.S. EPA Brownfields Cleanup Grants, Brownfields Revolving Loan Funds, and HUD Brownfields Economic Development 
Initiative (BEDI) funding as necessary to complete cleanup of sites assessed with this grant. We may also leverage non
brownfields programs, such as Tax Increment Financing (TIF) and Historic Tax Credits. The likelihood of receipt of these funds is 
high. The County has worked with private developers in the past to obtain capital for redevelopment projects. 
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The City of Kenton is a prior recipient of $969,826 in Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund (CORF) assistance to conduct demolition and 
remediation activities on the former King Ohio Forge property located at 820 Steiner Avenue, Kenton. The project included 11.94 
acres of former industrial land. The total estimated cost of the proposed project is approximately $1 ,345,618. Tice Enterprises, Inc. 
(Tice Enterprises) and King Ohio Forge, Inc. will contribute a combined $375,792 in matching dollars for infrastructure and 
remediation activities. 

3. Commynjty Engagement and partnerships 
a. Outreach Plan. As major partners in the development of the County's Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
(CEDS) Plan, both the Hardin County Regional Planning Commission and the Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance 
understand the importance of involving the community in planning. During fonnation of the Comprehensive Plan, feedback from 
citizens and community leaders guided the development of the plan's goals. 

Following notice of an Assessment Grant award, the County will announce the award and the availability of the draft Work Plan to 
the community through a press release to the local newspapers (Kenton Times and Ada Herald) and by posting a notice on the 
County's and Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance (HCCBA) websites. The County will place advertisements on the local 
area radio stations (WONB 49.4, WKTN 95.3) and the Ohio Northern Television Station, which is a public access television station, 
to reach residents at every educational level and those without internet service. We will also send written or electronic notices to 
local business leaders (bankers, real estate brokers, developers). The County will establish a Facebook pqge and Linked In group 
for the grant, which will allow the community to interact with the County during the entire project. The County will include 
instructions on how to reach these internet forums in the initial press release. Approximately 1.4% of the County's population is 
Hispanic (US Census, 2010); therefore, the County will also make written materials available in Spanish. Ohio Northern University, 
one of the County's project partners will provide bilinguallanguqge support and assist with informing the local Hispanic community 
through their Spanish club and coursework as documented in their letter of support. Hard copies of the draft Work Plan will be 
made available at the Hardin County Courthouse and the Kenton, Ada and Forest public libraries to ensure access for those 
without appropriate infonnation technology availability, knowledge, or experience. The public will be able to provide comments 
verbally to Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance or Hardin County Regional Planning Commission staff, electronically on 
Facebook and Linkedln, and in writing via email or letters to the planning commission. The comments will be discussed during a 
public meeting hosted by the Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance. The draft Work Plan will be modified in response to 
relevant comments. 

Following Work Plan approval, the County will schedule a public kick-off meeting to acquaint the community with the project and its 
goals. Meetings will be held at County offices, schools, and libraries. The County will solicit nominations for the brownfields 
inventory, site prioritization criteria, as well as request information about interested developers and redevelopment goals. The 
County will incorporate appropriate sites nominated by citizens and community organizations into the brownfields inventory and 
determine site prioritization criteria. Subsequent public meetings will be held if additional information regarding the brownfields 
project is requested by citizens or community organizations. Meeting presentation materials and minutes will be posted on 
Facebook, Linkedln, and the County's website. Project updates will be provided at monthly public Hardin Regional Planning 
Commission meetings. County project team representatives will also attend city meetings and/or community organization meetings 
to discuss the project and/or specific site assessments. 

After an assessment is completed, the primary information flow will be outward to the community, notifying local stakeholders 
about assessment activities, providing results of the assessments, and explaining health and environmental impacts. Assessment 
results will be posted on the County's website, Facebook, and Linkedln. If health threats are identified, the County will send written 
notices to impacted citizens and contact the Kenton-Hardin Health Department {Section 3.b.i) partnership with government 
agencies. When cleanup and/or redevelopment planning is initiated, more intensive involvement activities, including explanations 
of plans and rationales and solicitation of comments and feedback on those plans, will be implemented. These efforts will involve 
collaborating with community members, agencies, and businesses to identify appropriate end uses and create a redevelopment 
plan for the site. The County is committed to utilizing grant funds to become more fiscally and environmentally sustainable. As 
applicable, during the redevelopment of brownfield sites, the County will consult with the Western Ohio chapter of the U.S. Green 
Building Council concerning the utilization of sustainable/ green building approaches and techniques. At the close of the project, 
the County will hold a final public meeting to notify the community of the outcomes of the project. The presentation materials and 
minutes will be archived and placed on the County's website, Facebook, and Linked ln. Job opportunities in brownfields 
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assessment, cleanup, or redevelopment related to the brownfield program will be posted on the OneStop Employment Network 
and County Department of Job and Family Services website. 

b. Partnerships with Government Agencies 
i. Local/State Environmental and Health Agencies. The County will partner with local and state environmental and health 
agencies to ensure that the project is successful. The County will establish a strong partnership with Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency {OEPA) to ensure future assessment, cleanup, and redevelopment activities at brownfields comply with the 
rules and guidance promulgated by the OEPA Voluntary Action Program {VAP), as applicable. In Ohio, petroleum assessment 
and remediation from Underground Storage Tanks is managed within the Department of Commerce, specifically the Bureau of 
Underground Storage Tank Regulation {BUSTR). This entity will be the regulatory entity to approve eligibility of project sites under 
petroleum funding. The County will work with both of these groups to ensure compliance with applicable programs and procedures. 
The County has a strong and productive partnership with Ohio EPA, Ohio Department of Transportation, and local education 
institutions such as Ohio Northern University. Kenton was partner to a redevelopment grant for brownfields cleanup through the 
State of Ohio's Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund, and the County participated in meetings and requirements from project inception 
through completion. In addition, The Kenton-Hardin Health Department has been active in education/notification, testing, and 
monitoring related to septic system concerns, lead poisoning, and groundwater protection. The expertise and experience of 
Department will be called upon to help identify/verify off-site health threats posed by identified contamination; identify related 
toxicological issues and perform risk evaluations; design and conduct notification/education programs; and coordinate health 
testing if migration of contamination from a brownfields site is confirmed. When contamination is discovered on brownfields, the 
cleanup criteria established by the Ohio EPA under the Ohio VAP will be used to identify and address on-site health and 
environmental threats posed by the contamination. If contamination discovered through assessment of brownfields has the 
potential to negatively impact the health of local populations, especially as related to off-site exposures, the Ohio EPA. Ohio 
Department of Health and Kenton-Hardin HD will be notified and brought-in to support site needs. 

ii. Relevant Federal, State, and Local Government Agencies. In addition to Ohio EPA and BUSTR, the County will work closely 
with the Ohio Development Services Agency (ODSA) and Jobs Ohio (a private redevelopment entity recently created to assist in 
financing projects and creating jobs in Ohio) to help ensure appropriate project needs are met. These two entities will support 
pursuit of funding for follow-on cleanup or redevelopment funding needs. In Ohio, they work in partnership with Ohio EPA who 
provides oversight on prerequisite assessment and cleanup planning activities that occur at brown fields. There are no EPA 
Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training programs currently operating the County. The OneStop Employment 
Training Network {discussed in 3c) and County Job and Family Services Department offers programs to assist local businesses 
with training new workers and retraining existing workers. Job opportunities in brownfields assessment, cleanup, or redevelopment 
related to the brownfield program will be posted on the OneStop Employment Network and County Department of Job and Family 
Services website. 

c. Partnerships with Community Organizations. The County has identified the following organizations who will be project 
partners. The organizations' letters of support are included in Attachment B. 
• Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance (HCCBA) works to promote economic growth and prosperity in Hardin and 

throughout the area. The HCCBA will assist the County by informing business and potential developers about the brownfields 
program and marketing assessed brown fields to new and expanding businesses, offering in-kind staff time and meeting space, 
and hosting a workshop for property owners on the program. {See Attachment C) 

• Hardin County Regional Planning Commission (HCRPC) will provide in-kind assistance in the form of personnel time, and will 
also partner with the Hardin County Chamber and Business Alliance staff to co-lead the grant in administration and 
implementation. {See Attachment C) 

• Hancock-Hardin-Wyandot-Putnam Community Action Commission (HHWPCAC) is a non-profit whose mission is to help families 
and individuals in Hardin County achieve an improved quality of life by working to alleviate the hardships of poverty. The CAC 
will provide in-kind staff time for public education and distributing information about the grant program. 

• Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District provides local leadership in the conservation and wise use of soil, water and related 
resources through a balanced cooperative program that protects, restores and improves those resources. The HSWCD will 
assist in prlor~izing brownfields that may be contaminating the watershed and promoting the efforts of the program in its 
meetings and newsletters. 

Hardin County, Ohio Page 11 



• Ohio Northern University is a private university in Ada with over 3, 721 students in 5 colleges. The Universtty will assist in 
prioritizing brownfields near its campus and as part of the gateway into the University and redevelopment opportunities. In 
addition, it will offer meeting facilities to the County, as well as aid in the dissemination of public outreach through its local radio 
station and television station to help communicate project meetings and overall goals. In addition, the University will aid in 
sustainable redevelopment planning considerations. In addition, students of the University will help to provide bilingual language 
support, and assist with outreach to the local Hispanic community by creating outreach materials in Spanish. 

• Blanchard River Watershed Partnership is a local nonprofit organization committed to improving the water quality of the 
Blanchard River Watershed through collaboration and sustainable land use. The organization will assist in site prioritization and 
incorporate brownfield reuse plans into our watershed planning efforts. 

• Restore Community Center is a faith-based non-profit facility located in Ada which offers a community members meals, financial 
and benefits support, volunteer options, educational programs and spiritual community. Restore will disseminate brownfields 
program information. 

• Rotary Club of Kenton is a community-based organization that aids in the local community to meet humanitarian needs, 
encourages peace and promotes international understanding. The Club will provide community outreach about the program and 
promote participation by Rotary members. 

• Onestop Employment and Training Network is one of Ohio's new OhioMeansJobs Center Program that assists job seekers and 
employers with job training. The organization will assist the County in workforce development through on-the-job training to 
provide assistance to new or expanding businesses that may occupy any redeveloped Brownfields. 

• Ottawa River Coalition is a 21 year old collaborative effort of organizations, agencies and businesses with the mission of 
facilitating a balance between the needs of the community and the health of the river system. The coalition will provide support 
for public education and outreach efforts, providing updates to the stakeholders in that portion of the watershed. 

4. Project Benefits 
a. Health and/or Welfare and Environment. Redevelopment of brownfields will improve residents' health and weffare by removing 
sources of contamination and limiting inhalation, ingestion, and dermal exposures, which corresponds with goal of the County's 
CEDS Plan of creating a vibrant community. The specific health and welfare benefits associated with use of grant funds to 
stimulate redevelopment of the priority sites are summarized in the following table. Similar benefits, in whole or part, can be 
expected from redevelopment of smaller brownfields. Redevelopment of these brownfields epitomizes the equitable development 
principles of utilizing new investment in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods in a way that directly benefits the residents. 
Because this work will be completed on existing industrial sites, residents will reap the benefits without being displaced from their 
homes or neighborhoods. These redevelopment outcomes coincide with the guiding Livability Principles (Principles adopted by the 
partnership between the EPA, United States Department of Transportation, and United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development to promote smart growth) of increasing economic competiveness, leveraging federal investment, and valuing and 
supporting the community and its neighborhoods. The redevelopment of priority brownfields will also limit uncontrolled nonpoint 
pollution sources and illicit discharges and improve water and sediment quality in the five watersheds that begin in Hardin County, 
including the Auglaize River, Blanchard River, Sandusky River, Scioto River, and Upper Great Miami River (Hardin Soil and Water 
Conservation District). This will reduce contaminants in these waterways, improving aquatic life and allowing for greater fishing and 
recreational opportunities. 

Table 6. Priority Sites- Health and Welfare Benefits 
Former Rockwell Plant Kenton. Inc.- The extent of soil and groundwater that have been impacted by metals, VOCs, dioxin, beryllium, 
degreasing agents, solvents and waste oils will be determined. Soil remediation/engineering controls will eliminate airborne vapor and 
particulate inhalation/ingestion threats. Removal/capping of contaminated soil will eliminate airborne vapor and particulate 
inhalation/ingestion threats; control of contaminated groundwater will reduce threats to the nearby France lake. 
Andover/SWJ/Former Toy Factorv. 350 West Esov Street IKentonl -The extent of soil and groundwater that have been impacted by metals, 
VOCs, solvents, waste oils and paints will be determined. Removal/capping of contaminated soil will eliminate airborne vapor and 
particulate inhalationflngestion threats. Remediation will benefit children and families who live immediately adjacent to the site. 
Highway Oil -Stovers Enterprises (Adal - The extent of soil and groundwater that have been impacted by petroleum hydrocarbons, benzene, 
toluene, ethylbenzene, xylene (BTEX), fuels, oil and grease, metals and metal dust, various organic compounds, solvents, paint and paints 
sludges, scrap metal and waste oils will be determined. Soil remediation/engineering controls will eliminate airborne vapor and particulate 
inhalation/ingestion threats; control of contaminated groundwater will reduce threats to the nearby Grass Creek. 
The Ice House IAda\- The extent of soil and groundwater that have been impacted by petroleum hydrocarbons, BTEX, fuels, oil and grease 
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will be determined. Soil remediation/engineering controls and control of contaminated groundwater will eliminate airborne vapor and 
particulate inhalation/ingestion threats for nearby children, ONU students and faculty, and Grass Creek. 
Garage IAdal- The extent of soil and groundwater that have been impacted by metals and metal dust, various organic compounds, solvents, 
paint and paint sludges, scrap metal, and waste oils will be determined. Soil remediation/engineering controls will eliminate airborne vapor 
and particulate inhalation/ingestion threats; control of contaminated groundwater will reduce threats to the nearby Grass Creek. 
Mike's (Ada}- The extent of soil and groundwater that have been impacted by metals and metal dust, various organic compounds, solvents, 
paint and paint sludges, scrap metal, and waste oils will be determined. Soil remediation/engineering controls will eliminate airborne vapor 
and particulate inhalation/ingestion threats; control of contaminated groundwater will reduce threats to the nearby Grass Creek. 

Assessment Grant operating procedures will ensure that the community is protected from contaminants during assessment work. 
A Health and Safety Plan (HASP) will be completed for each site where intrusive sampling will occur, and access to the site will be 
controlled with fencing and signage during assessment operations. As specified in the HASP, when subsurface samples are 
collected or hazardous building materials are disturbed, the release of particulates and vapors will be monitored and controlled. 
Decontamination and purge water generated during groundwater sampling activities will be containerized on-site and appropriately 
disposed. The assessment data generated will be used to help the County and/or a developer determine how to protect the both 
the community and construction/site workers during redevelopment activities. 

b. Environmental Benefits from Infrastructure Reuse/Sustainable Reuse 
i. Sustainable Redevelopment. Sustainable development principles include strategic land use planning, where land use is 
matched to available infrastructure, and preservation of rural and natural resources, as are woven into the County's CEDS Plan. 
Because most brownfields in the County are abandoned or underutilized manufacturing buildings located in urban areas of Ada, 
Forest, and Kenton and are primarily served with existing infrastructure, the reuse of these sites epitomizes sustainable 
redevelopment. By incentivizing brownfields redevelopment, the County will direct development into areas with existing 
infrastructure, limiting expenditures on utility extensions, reducing the use of construction materials and reducing air emissions 
(e.g., greenhouse gases, particulate matter) from construction. Hardin County will encourage/require the use of green site 
investigation (e.g., in-situ data loggers, direct-push drilling) and remediation techniques (e.g., idling reduction plans for equipment, 
diesel vehicle retrofit technologies) during brownfields cleanup and redevelopment. The County will also encourage incorporating 
innovative storm water management techniques (rain gardens, bioswales, etc.), and other sustainable design approaches, such as 
demolition and construction materials recycling, and use of low-volatility materials into brownfields redevelopments. When existing 
buildings must be removed, the County will encourage deconstruction, rather than traditional demolition. These sustainable 
development approaches will help the County reuse existing resources, reduce fossil fuel use and emissions, and minimize its 
energy use and waste generation during brownfields redevelopment. 

ii. Livability Principles. The CEDS Plan identifies community growth that creates a healthy, vibrant community and prosperous 
economy while preserving natural resources as a key objective for the future. With an Assessment Grant, the County will be able 
to incentivize the redevelopment of brownfields and provide substantial health and welfare, economic, and environmental benefits 
to its residents. Hardin County needs a healthy economy to provide jobs, raise the standard of living for its lower income residents, 
protect the public health and welfare, and protect and enhance the environment. A major component of the County's economic 
development strategy is to incentivize redevelopment of brownfields. The County will use the Assessment Grant funds to begin 
inventorying and assessing brownfields with a focus on 1) previously identified priority brownfields in or near residential 
neighborhoods in Ada, Forest and Kenton; 2) sites near the County's natural resources, especially the Scioto and Blanchard 
Rivers and their many tributaries; and, 3) other industrial/commercial brownfields throughout the County. Availability of 
Assessment Grant funds will attract businesses, delineate and ultimately control the extent of contamination at brownfields, and 
support their redevelopment and reuse. 

Assessment Grant funds will attract businesses by reducing environmental due diligence costs; facilitating access to other 
brownfields redevelopment support, such as the Jobs Ohio Revitalization Fund; and providing needed data for redevelopment 
planning and safe reuse. Stimulated redevelopment will protect the health and welfare of residents and the environment by 
reducing and controlling site contamination and off-site migration. Redevelopment of brownfields will help invigorate Hardin 
County's economy by attracting companies to the area and allowing existing companies to expand, increasing job opportunities, 
improving property values, and increasing the tax base. Redevelopment of brownfields will allow the County to sustainably reuse 
existing infrastructure and promote conservation of natural resources, especially along the rivers that compose the origin of five 
watersheds in the County (Hardin SWCS). The outcomes of redeveloping these brownfields correspond with the Livability 
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Principles of supporting existing communities, valuing communities and neighborhoods, and increasing economic competitiveness. 
Redeveloping the County's brownfields will: 1) support the existing communities by discouraging sprawl, which will help to 
preserve the natural resources and rural character of the County; 2) value communities and neighborhoods by removing 
contamination and limiting residents' exposures to contaminants, which will improve the health and welfare of the County's 
communities and neighborhoods; and 3) increase the County's economic competitiveness by creating jobs and increasing the tax 
base. 

c. Economic Benefits (long term benefits) 
i. Economic Benefits. Assessment and redevelopment of brownfield sites will create new jobs and increased property and income 
taxes within the County. This will be accomplished by attracting new industries and manufacturers to defunct and severely 
underutilized sites. Potential redevelopment opportunities are identified in Table 3; many include commercial or industrial use or 
expansion. The Hardin County Chamber and Business Alliance routinely provides assistance to existing businesses in their efforts 
to expand, and with prospective businesses. The Alliance recently worked with Ada Technologies to complete an expansion of 
their existing facility onto an adjacent parcel, resulting in a $3,000,000 investment by the company for facility improvements. The 
expansion created 25 new jobs at an average hoUI1y rate of $12/hour, and retained 475 jobs. In addition, Heritage Cooperative 
recently purchased a former underutilized and idle distribution center and is investing $7,000,000 into a new Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG) fueling station and liquid fertilizer products facility. (http://www.heritagecooperative.com/kentonexpansion). 
Assessment Grant funds will help new and expanding businesses offset the higher costs of environmental due diligence, site 
cleanup and redevelopment planning. The County's goal is to replace as many of the previously lost, higher wage jobs as possible 
for County residents. 

ii. Local Hiring. Hardin County will work with Onestop Employment Training Network- Hardin County to promote local hiring and 
procurement and link members of the community to potential employment opportunities in brownfields assessment, cleanup, or 
redevelopment related to your proposed projects. The organization is a part of Ohio's new OhioMeansJobs Center Program, that 
assists job seekers, employers and youth with job search assistance, employee recruitment, job training. Upon grant award, the 
Network has committed to assist the County in workforce development. Specifically, their role would be in the form of on-the-job 
training to provide assistance to new and expanding businesses that may occupy any of the brownfield properties where a 
redevelopment may occur. This is well within our capability as we often provide training and talent development, employee 
selection support, employee recruitment and human resource planning and management. 

5. Promammatjc Caoabjljty and Past Performance 
a. Programmatic Capability. The County is ready to implement the U.S. EPA Assessment Grant and our project team will 
ensure the timely and successful expenditure of funding. The project implementation team will include the representatives to 
address the administrative (Hardin County, Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance), financial (Hardin County Commissioners 
and Hardin County Planning Commission), and technical (qualified environmental consultant partner) needs of the project and 
grant. Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance (HCCBA) and Hardin County Planning Commission will serve jointly as lead 
agencies implementing the grant. Mr. Mark Doll, Director of the Hardin County Regional Planning Commission, will manage the 
requested grant and act as Project Director. Mr. Doll has over twenty years' experience as a Director of HRPC and has managed 
Community Development Block Grant programs throughout the County and for the Villages of Alger, Forest, Mount Victory and 
Ada regarding engineering, planning, infrastructure, transportation and housing. Mr. Doll will be supported by Mr. John Hahn, 
Director of Economic Development for the Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance who will act as co-Director and provide 
guidance on prioritization and use of grant funds. Mr. Hahn has over 30 years' experience in the public sector. The County will 
endeavor to maintain the grant management team in place during the entire grant project. In the event of loss of the project 
director, Mr. John Hahn of the HCCBA will become the project director. Mr. Hahn will be involved and become intimately familiar 
with grant operations so he can immediately step in as interim or replacement project director in case of loss or re-assignment of 
the active project director. Mr. Hahn, County representatives, and the environmental consultant will have the primary responsibility 
for continued operations, selection, and training of a successor project manager, should it become necessary. The County Auditor 
will provide financial tracking and grant documentation support to ensure that grant reporting requirements are met. 

The County will retain a highly competent environmental consultant to assist in managing and tracking the activities funded by the 
Assessment Grants and to conduct the environmental assessments. The environmental consultant will be retained using a 
Qualifications-Based Selection Process that complies with the applicable federal procurement regulations (40 CFR§31.36). The 
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selected consultant will be experienced in all aspects of EPA Assessment Grant management and will have demonstrated 
extensive experience with, and understanding of, the Ohio Voluntary Action Program (VAP}, managed at least five EPA 
Assessment Grants projects, and successfully managed at least three successful brown fields' redevelopment projects where 
multiple brownfields redevelopment financing incentives were leveraged. The County will use its knowledge, past experiences and 
successes with federal and non-federal assistance agreements to effectively manage the Assessment Grant. The County's 
economic development team is qualified to undertake Assessment Grant management, including the completion and submittal of a 
Cooperative Agreement and Work Plan; enrollment in the Automated Standard Application for Payment system; and submittal of 
progress reports to the EPA Project Officer, specifying assessment tasks completed, financial tracking, and proposed grant 
activities. 

b. Audit Findings. The County has had no adverse audit findings in the last five years. The County has not received adverse 
audit findings from an OMB Circular A-133 audit, an audit conducted by a federal, state, tribal or local government inspector or 
similar organization. 

c. Past Performance and Accomplishments. 
ii} Has Not Received an EPA Brownfields Grant but has Received Other Federal or Non-Federal Assistance Agreements 
1. Purpose and Accomplishments: Hardin County has listed below five similarly federally funded assistance agreements 
administered through HUD and the agreement is between Hardin County and Ohio Development Services Agency (all where Mr. 
Mark Doll was Project Director}, including: 
- FY 2011 CDBG Formula Allocation Program - $135,000.00; Location: County-wide (Public Infrastructure); Requirements: 2 
public hearings, environmental reviews, procurement, etc.; Total project cost $192,900.00; Leveraged: $57,900.00; Status: 
Closed; Outcomes: 1 roof, 7,920 LF street, & 2 items WWTP repair 
- FY 2012 COBG Formula Allocation Program- $118,000.00; Location: County-wide (Public Infrastructure); Requirements: 2 
public hearings, environmental reviews, procurement, etc.; Total project cost: $160,100.00; Leveraged: $42, 100.00; Status: 
Closed; Outcomes: 24 catch basins, 70 water meters, 3,379 LF street, & 625 LF sidewalks 
- FY 2013 CDBG Formula Allocation Program/Neighborhood Revitalization Program- $388,000.00; Location: Villages of Alger, 
Forest, & Mount Victory (Public Infrastructure); Requirements: 7 public hearings, environmental reviews, procurement, etc.; Total 
project cost: $2,322,900.00 Leveraged: $1 ,934,900.00; Status: Active; Projected outcomes: 176 water meters, 1,162 LF street, 4 
items park improvements; 35 traffic signs, 5 catch basins, 10,120 LF waterline, & 200 LF sanitary sewer 
- FY 2013 CDBG Water & Sanitary Sewer Program- $500,000.00; Location: Village of Mount Victory {Water Distribution System 
& Water Tower); Requirements: 2 public hearings, environmental reviews, procurement, etc.; Total project cost: $2,163,783.00; 
Leveraged: $1 ,663, 783.00; Status: Active; Projected outcomes: 12,000 LF waterline, 250 water meters & 1 water tower repaired 
- FY 2013 CDBG Water & Sanitary Sewer Program - $500,000.00; Location/: Village of Ada (WWTP Reconstruction); 
Requirements: 2 public hearings, environmental reviews, procurement, etc.; Total project cost $10,928,700.00; Leveraged: 
$10,428,700.00; Status: Active; Projected outcomes: 1 parcel purchased & 1 WWTP facility constructed 

2. Compliance with Grant Requirements: The County has had a strong history of managing these agreements and meeting the 
progress reporting requirements. On grants 1 and 2, did not have to seek extensions, met required time period. Grants 3, 4 and 5 
are active grants and progressing at the anticipated schedule. For grants 1 and 2, the County has submitted 6-month performance 
reports and a final performance report. The County will use its knowledge, past experiences, and successes with federal and non
federal assistance agreements to effectively manage the Assessment Grant. The County's financial management team is qualified 
to undertake Assessment grant management, including the completion and submittal of a Cooperative Agreement and work plan, 
enrollment in the Automated Standard Application for Payments system, and submittal of progress reports to the EPA project 
officer, specifying assessment tasks completed, financial tracking and proposed grant activities. 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

A Threshold Documentation Letters of Support from State Agencies 
B. Leveraged Resource Documentation 
C. Letters of Support from Community-Based Organizations 
D. Other Factors Checklist 
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Attachment A 

Threshold Documentation and Letters from the State Authorities 



Hardin County, Ohio 

Threshold Criteria for Assessment Grant 

1. Applicant Eligibility: Hardin County is a general purpose unit of local government in the State of 
Ohio. 

2. Letters from the State or Tribal Environmental Authority: Letters form the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency {OEPA) and Ohio Bureau of Underground Storage Tank Regulation (BUSTR) 
are attached. 

3. Community Involvement: 
Outreach Plan. As major partners in the development of the County's Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy (CEDS) Plan, both the Hardin County Regional Planning Commission and 
the Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance understand the importance of involving the 
community in planning. During formation of the Comprehensive Plan, feedback from citizens and 
community leaders guided the development of the plan's goals. 

Following notice of an Assessment Grant award, the County will announce the award and the 
availability of the draft Work Plan to the community through a press release to the local 
newspapers (Kenton Times and Ada Herald) and by posting a notice on the County's and Hardin 
County Chamber & Business Alliance {HCCBA) websites. The County will place advertisements on 
the local area radio stations {WONB 49.4, WKTN 95.3) and the Ohio Northern Television Station, 
which is a public access television station, to reach residents at every educational level and those 
without internet service. We will also send written or electronic notices to local business leaders 
(bankers, real estate brokers, developers). The County will establish a Facebook page and 
Linked In group for the grant, which will allow the community to interact with the County during the 
entire project. The County will include instructions on how to reach these internet forums in the 
initial press release. Approximately 1.4% of the County's population is Hispanic (US Census, 
2010); therefore, the County will also make written materials available in Spanish. Ohio Northern 
University, one of the County's project partners will provide bilingual language support and assist 
with informing the local Hispanic community through their Spanish club and coursework as 
documented in their letter of support. Hard copies of the draft Work Plan will be made available at 
the Hardin County Courthouse and the Kenton, Ada and Forest public libraries to ensure access 
for those without appropriate information technology availability, knowledge, or experience. The 
public will be able to provide comments verbally to Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance or 
Hardin County Regional Planning Commission staff, electronically on Facebook and Linkedln, and 
in writing via email or letters to the planning commission. The comments will be discussed during a 
public meeting hosted by the Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance. The draft Work Plan 
will be modified in response to relevant comments. 



Following Work Plan approval, the County will schedule a public kick-off meeting to acquaint the 
cornrnunity with the project and its goals. Meetings will be held at County offices, schools, and 
libraries. The County will solicit nominations for the brownfields inventory, site prioritization criteria, 
as well as request information about interested developers and redevelopment goals. The County 
will incorporate appropriate sites nominated by citizens and community organizations into the 
brownfields inventory and determine site prioritization criteria. Subsequent public meetings will be 
held if additional information regarding the brownfields project is requested by citizens or 
community organizations. Meeting presentation materials and minutes will be posted on 
Facebook, Linked In, and the County's website. Project updates will be provided at monthly public 
Hardin Regional Planning Commission meetings. County project team representatives will also 
attend city meetings and/or community organization meetings to discuss the project and/or specific 
site assessments. 

After an assessment is completed, the primary information now will be outward to the community, 
notifying local stakeholders about assessment activities, providing results of the assessments, and 
explaining health and environmental impacts. Assessment results will be posted on the County's 
website, Facebook, and Linkedln. If health threats are identified, the County will send written 
notices to impacted citizens and contact the Kenton-Hardin Health Department (Section 3.b.i) 
partnership with government agencies. When cleanup and/or redevelopment planning is initiated, 
more intensive involvement activities, including explanations of plans and rationales and solicitation 
of comments and feedback on those plans, will be implemented. These efforts will involve 
collaborating with community members, agencies, and businesses to identify appropriate end uses 
and create a redevelopment plan for the site. The County is committed to utilizing grant funds to 
become more fiscally and environmentally sustainable. As applicable, during the redevelopment of 
brownfield sites, the County will consult with the Western Ohio chapter of the U.S. Green Building 
Council concerning the utilization of sustainable/ green building approaches and techniques. At the 
close of the project, the County will hold a final public meeting to notify the community of the 
outcomes of the project. The presentation materials and minutes will be archived and placed on the 
County's website, Facebook, and Linkedln. Job opportunities in browntields assessment, cleanup, 
or redevelopment related to the brownfield program will be posted on the OneStop Employment 
Network and County Department of Job and Family Services website. 

4. Site Eligibility and Property Ownership Eligibility: The applicant is requesting a community-wide 
assessment grant; therefore, site eligibility and property ownership eligibility criteria do not apply. 



EPA 
John R. Kasich, Govl!rnor 
Mary Taylor, Lt. Governor 

January 8, 2014 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 

Brownfields and Early Action Section 

ATIN: Linda Mangrum and Kelley Moore 

77 West Jackson Blvd. 

Mail Code SM-7J 

Chicago, IL60604-3507 

RE: Hardin County Community-Wide Assessment Grant Proposal 

Dear Ms. Mangrum and Ms. Moore: 

I am pleased to offer Ohio EPA's support for the Hardin County Community-Wide Assessment Grant proposal. 

We have worked with Ohio's Brownfield communities in the past and hope to be able to provide support to 

Hardin County under the Assessment, Cleanup and Revolving Loan Fund Grant program established by the Small 

Business liability Relief and Brownfield Revitalization Act (P.l. 107-118). 

The funding Hardin County is requesting under their community-wide assessment grant proposal will be used to 

complete Phase I and Phase II assessments and remedial planning at properties contaminated with petroleum 

and/or hazardous substances, as well as perform public education and outreach. The county has not selected 

specific sites but will use the funding to assess, characterize, and prioritize multiple sites that meet the federal 

definition of brownfields and are determined eligible by Ohio EPA and/or BUSTR. If this grant is awarded, the 

funds will reduce the threat of potential contaminants at brownfield properties and will advance the economic 

goals of the county by helping to create market-ready sites at attractive locations. 

We look forward to working with Hardin County and U.S. EPA on this project. If you have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact me at 614-644-2285. 

S~ely, 

[/1A!Vl 
Amy Versavi h 

Site Assistance and Brownfield Revitalization 

cc: John Hahn, Director of Economic Development, Hardin County 

Mike Czeczele, Ohio EPA~ DERR/NWDO 

50 West Town Street • Suite 700 • P.O .. Box 1049 • Columbus, OH 43216-104S 
www.epa.ohio.gov • (614) 644-3020 • (614) 644-3184 (fax) 



Department 
of Commerce 
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December II, 2013 

Ms. Linda Mangrum 
U.S. EPA Brownfield Contact, Region 5 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Mail Code SM-7J 
Chicago, IL 60604-3507 

Subject: Hardin County- USEPA Brownfield Assessment proposal 

Dear Ms. Mangrum: 

This letter acknowledges that Hardin County notified the Office of the Fire Marshal, Bureau of 
Underground Storage Tank Regulations (BUSTR) of its plans to use a portion of the $400,000 
grant proposal for a community-wide brownfield assessment. Sites being considered are old 
manufacturing and industrial facilities such as machinery, transportation equipment, chemicals, 
fabricated metals, railroad cars, aircraft part, hydroelectric equipment, sporting equipment and 
phenolic molding. 

This project is a part of a redevelopment for Hardin County. The completion of the inventory, 
assessment, and subsequent environmental work will benefit the future citizens/workers by 
providing a healthier work environment. Hardin County has good regional access and this project 
will lead to further redevelopment properties by eliminating significant threats to the 
environment and public health and providing opportunities for revitalization of the local 
community. 

The applicant provided BUSTR with information regarding the planned project and requested 
BUSTR make a necessary determination on eligibility for brownfields funding. Based on the 
information provided, B USTR has determined that: 

• The sites are of "relatively low risk" as compared with other petroleum-only sites since 
the sites are not being cleaned up using LUST trust fund monies. 

• There is no viable responsible party as defmed by the U.S.EPA request for proposal 
publication EPA-OSWER--OBL.R-13-05, Section Ill. 

• The applicant is a volunteer who is not potentially liable for the petroleum contamination 
because the applicant has not dispensed petroleum or petroleum products at the sites. 

• The sites are not subject to any order under RCRA (Sec. 9003(h). 

BW'C'<IU of lindnground Stonajte Tank Regulat•oru 
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December II, 20 13 
U.S. EPA. Region 5 

lam pleased to offer BUSTR's support for Hardin County's Brownfield Assessment Grant 
proposal. We look forward to working with Hardin County and the U.S.EPA on this project. 

Sincerely, 

~o.o~ 
VemeA.Ord 
Assistant Chief- BUSTR 
Division of State Fire Marshal 
Ohio Department of Commerce 

xc: Site File 
John Hohn, Hardin County Chamber and Business Alliance 

Bureau o1 Undn-pound Swravo Tan;. Rtg~~latioo.s 
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Attachment B 

Letters of Support from Community- Based Organizations 



Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District 
12751 SL Rt. 309 W. KPnton. OH 43326-9475 • (419) 673·0456, Ext 3 • f•\X: (419) 673·1228 

January 13, 2014 

Hardin County Commissioners 
1 Courthouse Square 
Kenton, Ohio 43326 

Re: Letter of Support for U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant 

Dear Commissioner Beaman, Elliott and Rogers: 

On behalf of the Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), I am pleased to provide 
this letter in support of the County's application for a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
{EPA) Community-Wide Brownfields Assessment Grant. We understand that Hardin will use 
the grant funds to conduct environmental assessments that will eventually lead to the cleanup 
and redevelopment of contaminated brownfields in the County. 

The District provides leadership in the conservation and wise use of soil, water and related 
resources through a balanced cooperative program that protects, restores and improves those 
resources. The District offers conservation services including survey, design and draw plans of 
water management systems and erosion control practices such as: grassed waterways, 
erosion control structures, water and sediment control basins, surface drainage, filter strips, 
animal waste storage facilities, and windbreaks. All of these services aim at protecting the five 
watersheds that begin in Hardin County. 

We encourage efforts and practices that reduce nonpoint source pollution; we fully support any 
of our partners to follow the same lead. This grant is just one example of community-based 
planning that can lead to improvements to which we are devoted. 

We are committed to working with the County and Commissioners throughout the Assessment 
Grant project. In particular, our group will provide in-kind support to assist in prioritizing 
brownfields that may be contaminating the waters of the Hardin watersheds. We will also 
support the County's brownfield program by promoting the efforts of the program in our 
newsletters and meetings. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry McBride, Chairman 
Hardin SWCD 



-P 
RES10RE 

January 8, 2014 

Mr. John Hohn 
Economic Development Director 

R.e5tore Communit.Y Center 
ReStoring lives, ReStoring Communit_y 

Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance 
225 S. Detroit St. 
Kenton, OH 43326 

Re: Letter of Support for U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant 

Dear Mr. Hohn: 

We are pleased to be partnering with Hardin County in an application for a $400,000 grant from 
the U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Program. The ReStore Community Center is a non-profit 
community-based organization facility located in Ada, Ohio, which offers a host of resources and 
opportunities including gently used goods, community meals, financial and benefits support, 
food assistance, volunteer options, educational programs, and spiritual community. 

We support and applaud your efforts to secure this grant in order to identify threats to the 
environment, improve public health, and preserve and protect greenspace in the County. These 
services are helpful to residents in and around Ada and throughout the County. In this way we will 
be an advocate of the County's goals. 

ReStore's role will be to share and disseminate information as a part of its educational programs 
and outreach for the brownfield grant. If there are volunteerism opportunities that come up in the 
course of the implementation of the grant, we would welcome discussing how we might coordinate 
as part of our mutual goals. 

We look forward to the implementation of this grant project. Please call me at ( 419) 558-1015 if we 
can provide further assistance. 

{"\ 
J;t~ ~ 

LeAnn Pryor.Butive Director 
ReStore Community Center 

210 N. Main St., P.O. Box 232, Ada, Ohio 45810 
419-558-1015 ~fax 419-558-1055 ~ restorecenter@gmail.com 



Ottawa River Coalition 
1601 E. 4th St., Suite B Lima, Ohio 45804 (419)223-0040 ext#107 

Fax (419}224-3415 Email beth@allenswcd.com 

Mr. Brice Beaman, President 
Hardin County Commissioners 
1 Courthouse Square 
Kenton, OH 43326 

Re: Letter of Support for U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant 

Dear Commissioner Beaman: 

1-14-14 

The Ottawa River Coalition is pleased to be a partner in the effort of Hardin County to 
seek a $400,000 grant from the U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant Program. The 
Ottawa River Coalition is a 21 year old collaborative effort of organizations, agencies and 
businesses within the Ottawa River Watershed with the mission of facilitating a balance 
between the needs of the community and the health of the river system. 

We support and applaud your efforts to secure this grant in order to identify threats to the 
environment, improve public health, and preserve and protect greenspace in the Ottawa 
River Watershed. As a project partner, we will support the County's public education and 
outreach efforts, providing updates to our stakeholders in that portion of the watershed 
and encouraging their participation in the public process associated with this project 
Moreover, we will invite Hardin County representatives to make a presentation at a 
regular meeting of the Ottawa River Coalition and will provide ongoing opportunities for 
project updates. 

We look forward to working with Hardin County on this important project and we urge 
U.S. EPA to fund the grant application. Please call me at 419-223-0040 x3 if we can 
answer any questions regarding our support of this grant. 

Beth Seib , Coordinator 
Ottawa River Coalition 

Working Together To Understand And Protect Water Quality In The Ottawa River Watershed 
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January 17, 2014 

Hardin County Commissioners 
1 Courthouse Square 
Kenton, Ohio 43326 

"'&'here Employers and Job Seekers Connect" 

Re: Letter of Support for U.S. EPA Brownfteld Assessment Grant 

Dear Commissioners: 

Onestop Employment and Training Network Hardin County is pleased to submit this letter of support to 
Hardin County in order to further the County's efforts to assess Brownfield properties. 

It is our understanding that the County is seeking to secure and implement a $400,000 grant from the U.S. 
EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant Program. With grant funds, the County intends to complete Phase I and 
II Assessments, deanup planning and public involvement on eligible Brownfield properties located 
throughout Hardin County. 

Our organization is evolving to become a part of Ohio's new OhioMeansJobs Center Program, that assists job 
seekers, employers and youth with job search assistance, employee recruitment, job training. 

Upon grant award, we would plan to assist the County in workforce development. Specifically, our role would 
be in the form of on-the-job training to provide assistance to new and expanding businesses that may 
occupy any of the Brownfield properties where a redevelopment may occur. This is well within our capability 
as we often provide training and talent development, employee selection support, employee recruitment and 
human resource planning and management support. 

We hope that EPA will look favorably upon your application for Brownfield's funding. Please call me at 419-
586-6409 if we can answer any questions. 

Sincerely, _ _5:,_/. 
~laza~ WIA z;rector 

One Stop Employment & Training Network: 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

220 W. LIVINGSTON ROOM 8272, CELINA, OHIO 458:1.2 PHONE; 419 S86.6409 PAX: 419.586.2665 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER 

SERVING AUGLAIZE, HARDIN, MERCER, AND VAN '(I;'ERT COUNTIES 



PRESIDENT's OFFICE 

Hardin County Commissioners 
1 Courthouse Square 
Kenton, Ohio 43326 

Dear Commissioners: 

.....--~ 
NORTHERN 

--~ 
OHIO NORTHERN UNIVERSITY 

January 10, 2014 

KENTON, OHIO 
FrLEO 

JAN 1 5 2014 

HARDIN COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 

Edward 0. Elliott / 

Randall 5. Rogers ~ 
Brice s. Beaman. __ _ 

Re: Letter of Support for U.S. EPA Brownfield 
Assessment Grant 

Ohio Northern University is a private collage in Ada with over 3, 721 students in 5 colleges. On behalf of 
our University, we are pleased to submit this letter of support to Hardin County in order to further the 
County's efforts to assess brownfield properties within our community. It is our understanding that the 
County is seeking a $400,000 grant from the U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant Program. 

We are in full support of the County's efforts to identify threats to the environment and public health by 
conducting environmental assessments and cleanup planning with grant funding. In addition, we 
understand that these efforts will protect and preserve green space in the County, and revitalize our 
neighborhoods and the local economy. We understand the value and importance this grant brings to our 
community and we look forward to the opportunities it may provide to our students. 

We understand that our role on the project will be to provide the following in-kind support: 

• Site selection and prioritization- The University will assist in prioritizing brownfields that may be in 
the vicinity of the campus or as part of the gateways into the University. 

• Public outreach -As project supporters. the University will share the County's brownfields 
program information with our staff and students in each of our five colleges through WONB, 94.9 
FM This station is a non-commercial, educational radio station that schedules over 35,000 public 
service messages every year. Licensed to Ohio Northern University in Ada, Ohio, WONB FM 
serves a potential audience of over 350,000 people in West Central Ohio. 

• Meeting facilities - As an in-kind contribution to the project, we will help to host a public meeting 
and provide meeting space. 

• Learning lab opportunities- Should the County's brownfields program offer an interconnection for 
our environmental science, engineering, journalism or Spanish curriculum. clubs or programs, we 
are hopeful for opportunities where students might follow-along or coordinate with project 
partners for participation opportunities that enrich learning. 

Ar" ,\: S, imu·' • Hminn' Adminisrr.won • Eng1nccrrng • Pharm.\cl' • l . .1w 

525 SOUTH MAIN STREET • ADA, OH 45810 • (419) 772-2030 • FAX: (419) 772-1932 • www.onu.edu 
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Page 2 

• Spanish translating assistance- As desired, our Spanish Club is offering in-kind support to 
translate program materials or sit in on public meetings to help connect Spanish-speaking 
residents. 

• Sustainable redevelopment planning- The University will aid in sustainable redevelopment 
planning considerations. As of 2009, approximately 30% of the campus uses geothermal heating 
and cooling. In 2010, three 220 feet tall wind turbines were constructed. Each turbine generates 
400 kilowatts of power and the three turbines will meet five to ten percent of the University's 
electricity needs. 

We hope that EPA will look favorably upon the County's application for funding. We look forward to 
working with you on this project. Please call me at If we can answer any questions or assist in any way 
with your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Dan DiBiasio, President 
Ohio Northern University 



The Rotary Club of Kenton 
>'~ m IOIIIJ llslrtr• ~_r:rs~ 

1/13/14 

Hardin County Commissioners 
1 Courthouse Square 
Kenton, OH 43326 

Re: Letter of Support for U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant 

Dear Commissioners: 

Rotary International is a community-based organization that includes local business leaders, community advocates, 
residents and resources that are connected to tackling our most pressing challenges. We focus our efforts in six areas: 
promoting peace, preventing diseases, providing access to clean water and sanitation, enhancing maternal and child 
health, improving basic education and literacy, and helping communities develop. 

The Rotary Club of Kenton provides service to Kenton and vicinity, aiding in our local community to meet humanitarian 
needs, encourage peace and promote international understanding. 

This letter acknowledges the support of the Kenton Rotary in Hardin County's application for a $400,000 community
wide, U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant. We understand that if funded, the grant will provide the county with the 
financial resources needed to conduct environmental studies and cleanup planning at blighted sites in and around 
Kenton and throughout the County. 

The role of Kenton Rotary will be to provide community outreach about the brownfield program during the life of the 
grant. We will promote participation by Rotary members in the brownfield grant through service activities. We will share 
information about the grant's progress and encourage participation in meetings that may be held. Should a meeting 
facility be needed, we could also help to organize and host a meeting to promote the program and to provide 
community input. 

We hope that U.S. EPA will look favorably upon the County's application for funding. Please call me at 419-673-7289 if 
we can answer any questions or assist in any way with your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Street 
President 
Rotary Club of Kenton 



~ _.,. __ HHWP-

COMMUNITY ACTION * COMMISSION * 

Hancock County 

122 Jefferson Street 
P.O. Box 179 

Findlay, Ohio 45839 
phone:419-423-3755 

toll free: 800-423-4304 
fax: 419-423-4115 

Hardin County 

950 West Kohler Street 
Kenton, Ohio 43326 

WyGndot County 

559 South Warpole Street 
Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351 

Putlt4m CoiUity 

1205 East Third Street 
Ottawa, Ohio 45875 

Hardin County Commissioners 
1 Courthouse Square 
Kenton, OH 43326 

Re:. Letter of Support for U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant 

Dear Commissioners: 

On behalf of the Hancock Hardin Wyandot Putnam Community 
Action Commission (HHWPCAC), I am pleased to write this letter 
supporting your efforts to secure a grant from the U.S. EPA 
Brownfield Assessment Program. 

HHWP CAC's primary mission is to help families and individuals in 
Hancock, Hardin, Wyandot and Putnam Counties achieve an improved 
quality of life by working to alleviate the hardships of poverty. Our 
organization bas seen first-hand the impacts of closed plants and job 
loss, and their impact on families who drop below the poverty line. 

It is critical that brownfields throughout Hardin become assessed and 
cleanup planning occurs to make possible redevelopment, and 
moreover, new jobs. I understand you will be focusing on some of the 
poorest areas of the County and we strongly support prioritizing these 
areas, specifically in and around Kenton, Forest and Ada. Both 
personally and on behalf of our organization, we would welcome the 
chance to support the grant by providing input on site selection and 
sharing information on the program, especially in our more 
impoverished neighborhoods. If our staff time is helpful, we will 
pledge some in-kind support to share information or participate in 
meetings as helpful to the grant We operate a number of programs in 
Hardin County through our satellite office at 950 Kohler St., Kenton. 
including Head Sta1:4 WIC Clinic, and a variety of emergency 
services, which serve over 2,000 Hardin residents annually. Please 
supply me with literature/information you would like disseminated. 

We look forward to the award of the requested grant funding and being 
your partner in the community education process. Please contact me at 
419-423-3755 if I can be of further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Dave Salucci 
Deputy Director 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
Equ•l Opportunity Servi"' Provider 
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January 15, 2014 

Mr. Brice Beaman, President 
Hardin County Commissioners 
1 Courthouse Square 
Kenton, OH 43326 

Blanchard River Watershed Partnership 
P.O. Box 1237 
Findlay, OH. 45839-1237 

Phil Martin, Coordinator 
419.422.6487 

Re: Letter of Support for U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant 

Dear Commissioner Beaman: 

The Blanchard River Watershed is a valuable natural resource as a major source of drinking 
water for residents (80%). Of the 495,000 acres covered by the watershed, 80% is used for 
agricultural purposes, which has negatively impacted water quality. The Blanchard River 
Watershed Partnership is a local nonprofit organization committed to improving the water 
quality of Blanchard River Watershed through sustainable land use, collaboration, conservation 
and enhancement of natural and man-made resources. 

To that end, we are pleased to be partnering with Hardin County in your application for a 
$400,000 grant from the U.S. EPA FY2014 Brownfield Assessment Grant Program. 

We support and applaud the County in its efforts to secure this grant, which will have significant 
benefits including improved public health and environmental conditions in the Blanchard River 
Watershed. As part of our role in the project, we will actively assist with the identification and 
prioritization ofbrownfield sites in the Blanchard River Watershed. We will incorporate 
brownfield reuse plans into our watershed planning efforts and will educate our members about 
the benefits and accomplishments ofthe project. 

We look forward to working with Hardin County on this project. Please call me at 419-672-8897 
or the Blanchard River Watershed Coordinator, Phil Martin, at 419-422-6487 if we can answer 
any questions or assist in any way with your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

-i'Z~~-f ~~\~r 
' ' \ ' ) ) 

\,__ -

Tim Brugeman, President 
Blanchard River Watershed Partnership 
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Hardin County Regional Planning Commission 
One Courthouse Square, Suite 130 1 Kenton, Ohio 43326 

Phone (419) 674-22151 Fax (419) 674-2272 
E-mail: hcrpc@co.hardin.oh.us 

Mark D. Doll 
Director 

January 10, 2014 

Mr. Brice S. Beaman, President 
Hardin County Board of Commissioners 
One Courthouse Sq., Suite 100 
Kenton, Ohio 43326 

RE: Letter of Support for Hardin County's U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant. 

Dear Mr. Beaman: 

This letter is to express a commitment of the Hardin County Regional Planning Commission's 
support for the County's U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant. Our organization will provide 
in-kind assistance in the form of personnel time, and will also partner with the Hardin County 
Chamber and Business Alliance staff to co-lead the grant in administration and implementation. 

Specifically, the Commission will provide up to 150 hours of in-kind personnel resources for: 

• coordination in the qualifications-based selection of an environmental consultant partner 
• coordination with environmental agency representatives 
• assistance in site selection and prioritization of funding 
• aid in programmatic administration (preparation of financial/payment submittals, quarterly 

reports, progress meetings, preparation and distribution of project information) 

We estimate our organization will contribute a total value of $6,750.00 (i.e. uslng a $45.00 hourly 
rate) for in-kind services that will cover a grant period of 3 years. 

Our organization looks forward to working with Hardin County and its partners on this project. 

Sincerely, 

A4.Jc~ 
MarkO. Doll 
Director 

cc: Files 



January 13, 2014 

Hardin County Commissioners 
1 Courthouse Square 
Kenton, Ohio 43326 

Re: Letter of Support for U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance (Alliance) is providing this letter as documentation of 
our commitment to provide in-kind resources in support the County's U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment 
grant application and project implementation. 

The Alliance works to promote economic growth and prosperity in Hardin and throughout the area. The 
Alliance will assist the County to co-lead the grant in partnership with staff from the Hardin County 
Regional Planning Commission. 

Our primary role will be in providing coordination and outreach with property owners. business owners. 
residents and the community in order to define the grant program, encourage participation, and plan for 
redevelopment of eligible sites. We intend to dedicate our efforts into building a strong, sustainable 
countywide brownfields program with the funding received so that we can create market-ready sites to 
create jobs. This funding will build the prerequisites necessary to obtain other cleanup and 
redevelopment funding needed to realize the goals set forth in our recently completed Community 
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Plan. 

Specifically, the Director of Economic Development of the Alliance will provide up to 150 hours of in-kind 
resources (staff time) for: 

• marketing the program to local businesses and property owners 
• coordinate with environmental agency representatives 
• assist in site selection and prioritization of funding 
• host a public workshop on the program for property owners, residents or developers 
• prepare press releases about grant progress for local radio stations or newspapers 

The estimate that the total value of these in-kind services is $6,600.00 (using an average hourly rate of 
$44.00), and may be more based on the 3-year implementation of the grant period. 

We look forward to working with the County on this overall initiative. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Hohn 
Director of Economic Development 
Hardin County Chamber & Business Alliance 
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Appendix 3 
Other Factors Checklist 

Name of Applicant: ....!.H~ar~d~~·n!....;C:::::;o~un=tY~·t...:O~hi~·:.::::o:.___~-~----------~

Please identify (with an X) which, if any of the below items apply to your community or your 
project as described in your proposal. To be considered for an Other Factor, you must include 
the page number where each applicable factor is discussed in your proposal. EPA will verify 
these disclosures prior to selection and may consider this information during the selection 
process. If this information is not clearly discussed in your narrative proposal or in any other 
attachments, it will not be considered during the selection process. 

Other Factor Page# 
Community population is I 0,000 or less 

I Federally recognized Indian tribe 
United States territory 
Applicant will assist a Tribe or territ~ 
Targeted brownfield sites are impacted by mine-scarred land 

X Targeted brownfield sites are contaminated with controlled substances 2 

X 
Recent natural disaster(s) (2006 or later) occurred within community, causing 

3 significant community economic and environmental distress 
X Project is _primarily focusing on Phase II assessments. 8 

Applicant demonstrates firm leveraging commitments for facilitating brownfield 9& 
X project completion by identifying amounts and contributors of funding in the Attachment 

proposal and have included documentation c 
Community experienced manufacturing plant closure(s) (2008 or later) tied to the 

X targeted brownfield sites or project area, including communities experiencing 5 
auto plant closures due to bankru_ptcy or economic disruptions. 
Recent (2008 or later) significant economic disruption (unrelated to a natural 

X disaster or manufacturing/auto plant closure) has occurred within community, 5 
resulting in a significant percentage loss of community jobs and tax base. 
Applicant is a recipient or a core partner of a HUD-DOT -EPA Partnership for 
Sustainable Communities (PSC) grant that is directly tied to the project area, and 
can demonstrate that funding from a PSC grant has or will benefit the project 
area. To be considered, applicant must attach documentation which 
demonstrates this connection to a HUD-DOT-EPA PSC grant. 
Applicant is a rec!Pient of an EPA Brownfields Area-Wide Planning grant 
Community is implementing green remediationplans. 
Climate Change (also add to "V.D Other Factors") 
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